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Oct. 6, 2005
UM TO HOST NATIONAL BUSINESS, ECONOMIC RESEARCH MEETING-The
University of Montana’s Bureau of Business and Economic Research last year bid and won the 
right to host the Association for University Business and Economic Research conference in 
Missoula. AUBER consists of 100 leading university-based economic research centers. “This 
is an honor to host a prestigious conference and provides other universities an opportunity to 
see what our research center accomplishes,” said BBER Director Paul Polzin. Conference 
sessions will be held at the Holiday Inn Parkside in Missoula Oct. 8-11. Attendance is for 
AUBER members, but members of the press are invited to cover the event. Additional 
program information is online ate http://www.auber.org. Polzin has been a long-time member 
of AUBER and served multiple terms on the board of directors. Maxine Johnson, director of 
BBER from 1972 to 1988, was the first woman president of AUBER in 1972. This year’s 
conference is titled “The Economics of Energy.” Keynote speakers include David Garman, the 
U.S. undersecretary of energy, and Arnold Baker, president of the International Association 
for Energy Economics. Other program highlights include a panel of economists speaking on 
tourism and the regional economy and a discussion on the role of university centers in 
economic development. “The whole country is holding its breath to see how recent energy 
developments will affect Montana and the rest of the nation — making the conference theme 
extremely timely,” Polzin said. AUBER is dedicated to continually improving the quality, 
effectiveness and application of research in business, economics and public policy. Members of 
the organization serve as key resources in their respective states for information, applied 
research and economic data to support state and local decision making.
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